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Introduction 

 

The City of Marshall is pleased to present the 2012-2017 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Due to funding 

reductions and current economic climate in the state, staff has taken on the duties of drafting this document.  To 

gather information regarding programming and park development, the City of Marshall utilized the online 

services of Survey Monkey along with providing an opportunity for those that did not have internet access to 

voice their opinion.  The plan represents the best interpretation of the desires of the clients being served.  The 

City of Marshall has continued to foster a community of participation that has attracted tourist and residents to 

the area.  The plan, that is contained here, provides a road map that staff and elected officials will use to guide 

these services for the next five years. 

 

Community Description 

 

The City of Marshall was established in 1830 with the hopes of becoming the state capitol.  Although this never 

came to fruition, the City of Marshall has been able to retain a large portion of their history through the Historic 

Landmark District.  Today, the City of Marshall offers a diverse mix of facilities and programs through the 

Parks and Recreation Departments that lead to a higher standard of living compared to other communities. 

 

The City of Marshall is approximately 6.2 square miles and is located along the interchange of interstate 94 and 

69.  Geographically, the city is located approximately 50 miles south of Lansing and is 40 miles east of 

Kalamazoo.  The four townships that surround the City of Marshall include Marshall Township, Marengo 

Township, Eckford Township, and Fredonia Township.  Appendix A contains the 2010 United States census 

results for the City of Marshall and the surrounding townships. 

 

A comparison of these communities to state averages reveals that the areas population is older and less diverse.  

Over the span of the last ten years the area has seen a decrease in approximately 1% of its total population 

which is below the average for the majority of the communities in Michigan.  It is believed this retention is due 

in part to the superior services and facilities offered by the City of Marshall. 

 

The plan that follows takes into consideration the geographical area mentioned above and attempts to 

coordinate efforts for State and National projects and trends.  It includes recommendations for the next five 

years for park acquisitions, facility improvements, and program development to better reach and serve the 

public.    

 

Administrative Structure 

 

According to the City of Marshall’s Code of Ordinances, the Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Board is 

composed of seven members serving three year terms.  Appointed by the Mayor, board members are comprised 

of City and/or Township residents.  The board acts in an advisory capacity to the City Council and staff, aiding 

in the formulation of rules, regulations, policies and the annual budget.  The board contributed to the master 

plan by holding a public meeting to discuss the initial survey results and a second meeting to review the master 

plan draft and recommend changes prior Planning Commission review.   

 

The City of Marshall Parks and Recreation Departments are recognized as separate operating units. A 

cooperative working environment allows for the sharing of staff, equipment and expertise as needed.   The 

Department of Public Works (DPW) is responsible for maintaining the facilities and reports to the Director of 

Public Services (see Appendix B for organizational chart).  The DPW currently has nine full time employees 

and two seasonal part-time employees.  These positions are financed through the general fund budget.  The 

majority of general fund revenue is derived through property tax collection.    Over the past few fiscal years, the 

budget for the Parks Department has been approximately $90,000.  The detailed budget includes the current 
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adopted budget, historical expenditures, and requested budget for fiscal year 2013 and a projection for fiscal 

year 2014 has been included in Appendix C.   Following a national trend the City of Marshall has also begun to 

rely upon part time employees to fill the gaps left by attrition within the DPW. 

 

In May of 2010 City Council voted unanimously to start an Adopt a Park program.  In partnership with the 

DPW this program has improved our park system by encouraging community groups to take an active role in 

the care of our parks.  The program has four main objectives:  reduce litter, enhancement of the environment, 

beautification, and to foster broad-based community support.  The program includes sixteen locations 

throughout the city eligible for adoption.  Each location has specific needs; litter control, landscape 

maintenance, routine maintenance, facility and equipment improvement, and other improvements that the 

groups are willing to invest.    Sponsors are required to report the number of people and hours volunteered. 

Currently seven of the sixteen areas have been adopted. 

 

The Recreation Department staff encourages members of the community to participate in recreational activities 

by offering a wide variety of programming and reports to the Director of Community Services.  The Recreation 

Department currently has three full time employees. Approximately 50% of the Department’s operations are 

funded through a 0.9393 voter approved dedicated millage with the other 50% generated from user fees.  The 

budget of $400,000 has remained consistent for several fiscal years.  The detailed budget which includes the 

current adopted budget, historical expenditures, requested budget for fiscal year 2013 and a projection for fiscal 

year 2014 has been included in Appendix D.  Also, following the national trend, the Recreation Department 

relies heavily on part-time employees, interns, contracted employees and a strong volunteer base to fill its 

staffing needs.  

 

Appendix E contains the most recent capital improvement plan from both Parks and Recreation which was 

adopted by City Council in January of 2012. 

 

Currently the City of Marshall does not have any affiliation with other agencies.  This plan addresses that 

deficiency and suggests improvements.    

 

Recreational Inventory  

 

According to the City of Marshall Code of Ordinances there are six properties classified as parks.  These areas 

are:  

 

Carver Park 

 

Carver Park, located near the intersection of East Michigan Avenue and Exchange Street, is the focal point on 

the east end of the Central Business District.  The park is less than an acre and has a lighted fountain, park 

benches, landscaping, art exhibits and a drinking fountain.  It is used for a number of activities and festivals and 

is adopted by the Marshall Garden Club who maintains the plantings in the large flower gardens. 

 

Brooks Memorial Fountain 

 

Brooks Memorial Fountain Park is located in the center of the traffic circle at West Michigan Avenue and 

Kalamazoo Avenue.  This park provides an impressive entrance to the Central Business District.  Although it is 

less than one acre, survey results rate Brooks Memorial Fountain Park as the second most used facility in 

Marshall.  Amenities include a lighted fountain, park benches, public address system, and trash receptacles.  On 

Saturday, May 16, 2009, Brooks Memorial Fountain was turned on for the first time after undergoing an 

extensive restoration with funds raised in eight months by the GIFT Committee (Give to the Fountain Today).   

The white pillared fountain gracing the center of the west-end park was a gift to the City by its revered citizen 

and patron Mayor Harold C. Brooks (1925-1931) in memory of his father, Charles Esselstyn Brooks. It was 
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dedicated by him on April 26, 1930.  With its 96 color variations of red, amber, blue, green and white and its 

center spray rising to a majestic height of thirty feet, the Brooks Memorial Fountain is a cherished symbol of the 

community.  Currently the park is adopted by the Marshall Area Garden Club who plants and maintains the 

showy flower gardens that greet the community and visitors from all directions. 

 

Marshall Athletic Fields Complex          

 

The Marshall Athletic Field Complex is a four acre facility located on West 

Michigan Avenue.  Amenities include; two lighted adult softball diamonds with 8’ 

outfield fencing and electronic scoreboards, two youth softball/baseball diamonds 

with 6’outfield fencing, a score shed at each field, three lighted sand volleyball 

courts with a covered pavilion, shower tower, concession stand/restroom building, 

garage/equipment storage building, two drinking fountains, two basketball hoops, a 

play structure paved accessible pathways to all four diamonds and a 200 space 

paved parking lot.  

 

With vigilant planning and scheduling Marshall Recreation Department 

programs such as men’s softball, women’s softball, co-ed softball, youth pitch 

baseball, girl’s pitch softball, supervisor pitch baseball, coaches pitch baseball, 

coaches pitch girls softball and t-ball call the Athletic Field Complex home.   

 

 

In 2010-2011 these programs provided 

recreational experiences for 1,711 participants.  Through the generous financial 

support of the Cronin Foundation, a local charitable organization, the 2010-

2011 fiscal year, also saw the completion of improvements and renovations that 

began in 2007.  These renovations have helped provide better facilities for 

Department programs, have vastly improved the visual appeal of the facility 

and have also contributed to the dramatic increase in facility rentals for 

tournaments.  The Marshall Athletic Field Complex is sought out by multiple 

baseball/softball organizations as the ideal facility/location for their venues.  It is estimated that the rental aspect 

of Recreation Department operations has added approximately 2,500 more participants as annual users of this 

facility.  The increase in tournament rentals has also had a positive impact on the local economy. The Athletic 

Field Complex season is April – October.    

 

Ketchum Park 

 

Ketchum Park is a 25 acre facility located on the north and south sides of Rice Creek, from South Marshall 

Avenue to the eastern City limits. The Mill Race divides the park into what is known as North and South 

Ketchum.  The north and south sections are connected by a pedestrian bridge, donated by the Marshall Rotary 

Club.  This park is a favorite spot in the community and is used extensively for family reunions, company 

outings, and birthday parties.  It has even been used on occasion for weddings and art venues.     

 

North Ketchum includes; a small picnic shelter, picnic grills, picnic tables, restrooms, a small play structure and 

a 100’ x 100’ skate park.  In 2009 YSIOALAYA, surfaced as a non-profit organization created specifically to 

improve the Marshall Skate Park.  This third party group has been responsible for reinstating the skateboard 

committee, organizing a major fundraising campaign, expanding skateboard opportunities in Marshall through 

special events and has officially adopted the area.  The fundraising efforts were a success and allowed for 

improvements, repairs and much needed additional equipment at the park.  This has led to a significant increase 

in use. In December of 2011 the City of Marshall was awarded a grant in the inaugural year of the Passport 
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Grant Program.  Funds are earmarked for installation of new doors and time locks on the restrooms, park 

signage and paving of the north parking lot. 

 

 

South Ketchum includes; a large pavilion, picnic grills, picnic tables, a drinking fountain and Kids’ Kingdom, a 

large wooden play structure. In 2009 South Ketchum underwent major physical 

changes as part of the dam removal project which diverted the flow of the Mill Race.  

Currently the space created by this project remains unstable with further leveling and 

construction needed.    In 2005 South Ketchum benefited from the dedication of 

another third party organization.  This group of local volunteers directed fundraising, 

community awareness, implemented a design contest with local students, researched 

companies specializing in community builds and ultimately was responsible for the 

construction of Kids’ Kingdom.  According to recent survey results these amenities at South Ketchum make it 

our third most frequented facility.   South Ketchum is adopted by the Marshall High School Honor Society. 

  

Stuarts Landing – Millpond Park 

 

Stuarts Landing and Millpond Park, is located on the south side of the Kalamazoo 

River, near Homer Road.  The park is a very popular for leisure activities and is 

the east entry to the Riverwalk. The 2 acre park includes paved parking, restrooms, 

picnic tables, and grills, benches, fishing dock, boat launch, gazebo and band shell.  

The park was originally developed and donated to the City of Marshall by the 

Stuart Family who continue to be involved in the park through the adopt a park 

program.   

 

Brooks Nature Area (BNA) 

 

The Brooks Nature Area is located along the shore of both Upper and Lower Brace (Stuart) Lake and was 

established as a Marshall City park on April 17, 2006. The City acquired this property in 1969, along with the 

land which later became the Brooks Industrial Park, from L. Alta Brooks, widow of Louis Brooks.  Native 

prairie has been reestablished in an 88-acre section of the BNA through a partnership between the City of 

Marshall and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.  Wildlife food plots are planted annually in four one-acre 

sections.   The remaining 97 acres in the park are hedgerows, wetlands and wooded areas and offers picnic 

tables, scenic overlook benches, and bird houses.  The Brooks Nature Area Advisory Board oversees the park 

and advises staff on improvements and currently is pursuing a deck installation that will overlook Brace Lake.  

A separate master plan is being developed for this impressive and important piece of park property.  The park is 

currently adopted by the Stuart Lake Association.   

 

In addition to the parks designated in the code of ordinances the City also maintains a number of other facilities. 

 

The Riverwalk 

 

The Riverwalk, identified as the most used park, consists of 1.5 miles of elevated boardwalk and paved a 

pathway which includes five pedestrian bridges, boat and canoe launches and scenic overlook areas. The 

Riverwalk follows both Rice Creek and the Kalamazoo River extending from Stuart’s Landing to South 

Kalamazoo Avenue.  The City of Marshall utilized Natural Resources Trust Fund Grants for this project.  The 

Riverwalk is part of the North Country National Scenic Trail (Stuart’s Landing listed on their website) and will 

partner with the Great Lakes to Lakes Trail project as this system develops.  See Appendix F for a letter of 

support. 

 

Other Open Spaces 
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Alcott Park, Weber Triangle, Garvin Property, and Cook Point are all open space-style parks, less than an acre, 

are scattered throughout the city.  See Appendix G for a map of the above mentioned parks. 

 

Accessibility Assessments 

 

Below is a breakdown of the accessibility assessment using the following ranking system: 

 

1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 

4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design 

 

Carver Park - 4 

Brooks Memorial Fountain - 3 

Marshall Athletics Fields Complex - 3 

Stuarts Landing - 4 

Brooks Nature Area -3 

Ketchum Park - 3 

Riverwalk - 5 

Alcott Park - 1 

Weber Triangle - 2 

Garvin Property - 1 

Cook Point – 2 

 

DNR Recreation Grant Inventory 

 

The City of Marshall has a history of utilizing grant money to fund acquisitions and development.  Appendix H 

summarizes the DNR recreation grant history. A total of $867,900 has been awarded since 1980.  Grants have 

been used to improve Ketchum Park, the Athletic Fields Complex, land acquisition and construction for the 

Riverwalk project.  A comparison of the grant inventory elements and park descriptions shows that all of the 

elements listed still exist today.   

 

School-Owned Facilities 

 

Gordon Elementary School is 8 acres and serves the northeast section of the City.  The outdoor recreation area 

is used year round for everything from free play on the equipment to winter sledding on the hill.  The north side 

of the school includes; multiple climbers, swings, a large play structure, a 

softball field, a soccer field with goals and a fenced area containing 3 play 

structures, multiple climbers and balancing challenges.  The south side of the 

school includes; 2 swing sets, a soccer field, a school age play structure rated 

for 5-12 years. A fenced in area geared for kindergarten students contains a 

geo-climber, swings and a small play structure.  Indoor areas used for 

recreation include; a multi-purpose room and gymnasium.   
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Walters Elementary School is 10 acres and is located on the north side of the City adjacent to Marshall High 

School.  The playground is located on the north or back side of the school and includes; a small soccer field 

with goals surrounded by a paved track, a pre-school age play structure rated for 

2-5 years, a garden area with benches, gaga pit, swings, geo-climber, basketball 

court with 2 hoops and a school age play structure rated for 5-12 years.  The 

outdoor play area is scheduled for upgrades in 2012.  Indoor areas used for 

recreation include; a large cafeteria with stage, gymnasium with spectator 

seating and a wrestling room. Located just outside the cafeteria is an area with 

several picnic tables. 

  

    

Hughes Elementary School is 7 acres and is located on the south side of the City.  The west side of the school 

includes; a small paved track, soccer field with goals, and a basketball court with 

2 hoops. The south side of the school includes; 2 large swing sets, a geo-climber, 

a “rocket” play structure and a school age play structure rated for 5-12 years.  The 

east side of the school contains an additional large swing set, a basketball court 

with 2 hoops and a small play structure.  Indoor areas used for recreation include; 

a multi-purpose room and a gymnasium with stage. 

  

 

Marshall Middle School is a 7 acre facility and is located one block south of 

the central business district.  Outdoor areas used for recreation are located 

on the south side of the school and include; a large play structure, a small 

play structure with swings, a softball field, basketball courts with 4 hoops, 

gaga pit and a large open space.  Indoor areas used for recreation include; a 

large cafeteria, a full size gymnasium with spectator seating, balcony and a 

newly renovated auditorium with state of the art technology. 

 

 

The Marshall High School site is 58 acres and is located on the north side of the 

City.  Facilities used for both community recreation and High School sports 

include; 10 tennis courts with concession stand & restrooms, 3 mile cross 

country course, practice areas/open space, the indoor swimming pool, large 

cafeteria and gymnasium with spectator seating and balcony areas.  Facilities 

used primarily for High School sports include; newly renovated varsity baseball 

field, Wise fast pitch field, soccer field,  football field, weight room and the 

auditorium. 

 

 

Marshall Academy is a K-12 tuition free charter public school located 

southeast of Marshall on Homer Rd.  The facility is situated on 35 acres 

and includes plenty of open green space, a play structure, a geo-climber, 

a basketball hoop and a soccer/softball field.  The school also has a full 

size gym with multi-purpose flooring.  

 

Mar-Lee School is a K-8 tuition free public school located northeast of 

Marshall on H Drive.  The facility is situated on approximately 10 acres 

and includes open green space, a play structure, a geo-climber, basketball 

hoops, a baseball field and a dirt track.  Inside the facility is a full size gymnasium.  
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Other important facilities and activities 

 

The Calhoun county fairgrounds are located in the south east section of the city and feature a 2,400 seat 

grandstand, a new modern stage/entertainment center, camping facilities, a historic church, a half mile horse 

track, and a number of opens spaces and buildings.  The fairgrounds hold events throught the year and boast 

being Michigan’s oldest fair. 

There are two historic walks that guide pedestrians through The historic downtown area and through the histric 

neighborhoods throughout Marshall.  The sidewalks are marked to help guide pedestrians along the designated 

routes and past museums and historic markers.  There is also a designated walk that guides pedestrians thought 

Oakridge Cemetery which directs and informs them on the most important people from the City of Marshall’s 

history. 

 

Description of the Planning and Public Input Process 

 

In order to formulate an effective master plan that represents the community’s wishes, it is imperative their 

voice be heard.  The City of Marshall prepared a schedule allowing community member’s ample review and 

input throughout the process.  In October, staff met to discuss the timeline for the master plan and techniques to 

be used to gather public input.  The following schedule was proposed: 

 

October 13, 2011 - Kickoff meeting 

October 25, 2011 – Present draft survey tool to PRC Advisory Board and gather input 

November 4, 2011 - Meeting to refine community survey 

November 14, 2011 to January 13, 2012– Community survey 

January 13, 2012 to January 18, 2012 – Consolidate community survey results 

January 19, 2012 – Present survey results to Brooks Nature Area Advisory Board and gather input 

January 24, 2012 – Present survey results to PRC Advisory Board and gather input 

January 24, 2012 to February 21, 2012 – Create draft master plan 

February 22, 2012 Distribute draft plan for review to City staff 

February 28, 2012 - Present draft plan at PRC advisory board  

March 7, 2012 - Present draft plan to Planning Commission 

March 14, 2012 to April 6 – Incorporate public comment into plan 

April 16, 2012 – Present plan to City Council for adoption. 

 

The City of Marshall utilized the services of Survey Monkey in order to reduce the cost of direct mailing.  The 

raw data from the survey is included in Appendix I.  Citizens that did not have access to the internet were asked 

to call and request a hard copy of the survey.  The survey was advertised a number of ways including the City’s 

website, Recreation Department website, facebook, bill inserts, Recreation Department e-newsletter, newspaper 

ads, public comment at a City Council meeting, established email listings like Marshall Web News etc… and 

through organizations like the Chamber of Commerce and the Marshall Public Schools.  In an effort to reach 

out to township residents a direct mail postcard was distributed as a reminder to complete the survey.  Survey 

respondents are identified from the City of Marshall and its surrounding townships.  The results   represent a 

sampling of potential users of the parks and recreation services offered by the City of Marshall.  This is 

illustrated in the survey by the 50/50 split of city residents to non-residents and similar characteristic to the 2010 

census data for age.  The 246 surveys returned represent nearly 1,200 people or 8% of the areas population.   

 

In addition to the survey, staff also solicited comments during several public meetings.  Staff utilized the 

Brooks Nature Area Advisory Board, the Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Board, the Planning Commission, 

and City Council.  Citizens were invited to comment on the process and the plan at all of these venues with 

special newspaper invitations to the Planning Commission meeting and the City Council meeting after the draft 

plan was made public. 
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Staff elected to employ a systems approach planning in the development of this document.  The unique 

character of the facilities and population of the City of Marshall does not lend itself well to a comparison 

method of planning.  The systems approach method incorporates information gained from citizens and a 

detailed recreation inventory to determine the parks and recreation needs of the community. Projects that have 

been previously identified by staff, boards and citizens such as the community dog park and community ice rink 

were targeted in the survey. 

 

Goals 

 

In January of 2012 City Council adopted the 2012 City Visioning, Goals, Objectives, and Tasks.  The goals 

were divided into four areas: 

 

 Retain and enhance the existing employment base of the surrounding community by attracting 

commercial and retail uses within the central business district consistent with its historic character; 

attracting cultural, entertainment and similar destination businesses citywide; attracting research and 

development uses to the Brooks Industrial Park and other industrial uses consistent with existing 

industrial businesses within the City, all of which is measured to assess the impact of our actions on the 

economic vitality of our residents, businesses and industry. 

 

 To create and promote a safe and unified community within our neighborhoods and businesses. 

 

 Provide the community with available funding options for enhancing the taxing structure.  Preserve, 

rehabilitate, maintain and expand all City infrastructure assets (roads, buildings and utility systems) and 

identify and determine funding options.  Determine a self funded downtown parking study supported by 

the community – let the community guide the effort. 

 

 To achieve and sustain a concentrated effort by policymakers and community to promote the standard of 

living and economic health of Marshall. 

 

While none of these goals speak directly to the parks and recreation functions it is possible for the action plans 

highlighted to help achieve all of these goals.  Below are goal statements that will be used to help guide the 

action item adopted in this plan: 

 

1. Maintain and enhance existing parks locations and facilities. 

2. Engage the growing majority of older adults through improved activities and facilities that connect with 

the interest of this demographic group. 

3. Improve and invest in non-motorized infrastructure to link city parks and open spaces, attract tourism, 

and coordinate with county, state and national initiatives.   

4. Continue trend of park improvements lead by citizen groups. 

5. Insure proper spacing of parks and open spaces throughout community and facilities to encourage use. 

6. Utilize survey results in recreation program development. 

 

Action Program 

 

Goal 1 

 

There are a number of activities to help the City of Marshall accomplish these goals and a number of projects 

can help accomplish multiple goals.  From the survey results it is clear the most valuable park assets the City 

has are the Riverwalk, Brooks Memorial Fountain, and Ketchum Park.   
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The existing riverwalk was built with grant funding and there is a desire to extend this facility.  The planned 

extension would occur from South Kalamazoo Avenue to the west.    Any further construction shall be built to 

AASHTO standards with the goal of being included in the Great Lakes to Lakes trail.  (See Appendix F for 

letter of support)  This would clearly enhance the Riverwalk facility and the non-motorized recreation 

opportunities for the community.  

 

Brooks Memorial Fountain has become the iconic symbol of the City of Marshall.  The recent renovation 

revealed the City had not properly planned for large maintenance and technological upgrades necessary for this 

facility to remain in working order.  Currently, the City designates a portion of the annual budget to address 

these concerns in the future.  It is recommended this be continued and if excess revenue becomes available that 

the fund the considered.   

 

Ketchum Park has a number of features that attracts families.  The survey revealed two major concerns with 

South Ketchum in direct relation to users of Kid’s Kingdom; restroom are not in close proximity to the play 

structure and there is not adequate parking.  These public concerns should be a high priority as enhancements to 

this park are considered. 

 

Goal 2 

 

The population on a whole is growing older and Marshall appears to be leading that trend.  The survey indicated 

an interest in travel for this segment of the population.  Presently, the recreation department offers an annual bus 

trip to the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island.  As the number of Department staff has been reduced over the last 

two years additional travel opportunities may be investigated by partnering with privately run companies.  The 

survey also indicated a slight interest in passive recreation/social gatherings.  Currently, the Marshall House 

Apartments in cooperation with Community Action offers a congregate meal site w/ recreation opportunities 

year round on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.   “Senior Day” held on Thursdays at Maplewood of Marshall 

began in 2012 and includes; space for cards and other self-guided activities, refreshments, scheduled 

entertainment and soup/sandwich at noon.  The recreation department will explore methods in which it may 

assist in the effort to inform the community about the events/activities that are on-going. The department may 

also assist these organizations with equipment and supplies. 

 

Additional activities that older adults illustrated as desirable during the information gathering portion of the 

plan include shuffleboard, canoe rental, horse shoe pits, bike routes, and a dog park.  These features should be 

considered when updating existing parks or developing new locations.  

 

Goal 3 

 

As part of the 2012 City Visioning, Goals, Objectives, and Task the City Council directed the staff to devise a 

non-motorized plan.  The plan will identify the existing infrastructure, help to develop relationships with 

agencies responsible for that type of infrastructure improvement, select projects, and gather public input.  In 

coordination with this plan the projects should link the City of Marshall’s existing parks and open spaces while 

reviewing enhancements like a mountain bike trail.  These improvements should be done in a way to help 

facilitate the anticipated trail way that will pass through Marshall.  

 

Goal 4 

 

The City of Marshall has a long history of community involvement.   Through grass roots organization 

significant enhancements have been made throughout our local park system including;   Kid’s Kingdom, the 

skate park, the Athletic Field Complex and Brooks Memorial Fountain.  As the City is faced with fewer staff 

and budgetary challenges this trend should be continued, encouraged and sought after with regards to the desire, 

documented by the survey to have a dog park or a community ice skating rink.  . 
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Goal 5 

 

Recently, the City of Marshall and the Marshall Public Schools reviewed the safety of their existing playground 

equipment.  This review resulted in the removal of a number of features.  In doing so, the distribution of 

equipment has become unbalanced throughout the community.  The City can be geographically separated into 

four quadrants using the major roads that bisect the community.  An inventory has revealed a deficiency in the 

North West and South West quadrants.  It is recommended that these two quadrants receive priority 

consideration over the next five years with regards to open space purchases and equipment installation.   

 

Goal 6 

 

Recreation for a Lifetime…. the Department’s slogan was adopted by the Advisory Board many years ago.  

What better way to ensure “Recreation for a Lifetime” than to examine comments and suggestions gathered in 

the survey which represents all age groups.  As future program development is considered the following have 

been identified as being of interest in our community.  Environmental programming (composting, recycling, 

nature walks), horseshoes, shuffleboard, outdoor activity clubs (running, walking, biking), adult & youth flag 

football, adult floor hockey, card/game leagues for older adults, yoga in the park, arts & crafts for teens, family 

trips (sporting events & museums), middle school dodge ball league, gymnastics, enrichment classes (pet 

training, How To, knitting/crocheting), summer pre-school camp, Gymboree for under 4,  community 

gatherings for activities (biking, walking, Frisbee) and archery. 
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